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Services at St Margaret’s Underriver
October 2007
Sunday

7 Oct

Sunday

14 Oct

10:30

Sunday Club meets in the Village Hall

11:15

St Margaret’s Harvest Festival

12:30

St Margaret’s Parish Lunch in the Village Hall

08:00

Holy Communion (said)

BCP

18:00

Evensong

BCP

Sunday

21 Oct

11:15

All Age Family Service

Sunday

28 Oct

11:15

Parish Communion

Friday

2 Nov

20:00

Service to remember those who have died and are dear to us

Sunday

4 Nov

10:30

Sunday Club meets in the Village Hall

11:00

A Short Service for All God’s Children

CW

For details of joint services, bible study, prayer times, etc., please see Page 2
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Our church website on www.sealstlawrence.org.uk is well worth a visit
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For the Children

Services at The Church of St Lawrence
Seal Chart during October 2007

Saturday

6 Oct
19:00

Sunday

7 Oct
08:00

Tuesday

9 Oct
10:00

Prayer Time for Both Parishes (Open to all - lasts about 60 mins)
At The White House, Bitchet Green

Sunday

14 Oct
09:45

St Lawrence Gift Day - Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity
Family Communion (with hymns)
2 Timothy 2: 8-15
Luke 17:11-19

21 Oct
08:00

Twentieth Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion (said)
CW
2 Timothy 3: 14-4:5
Luke 18: 1-8
All Age Family Service with Holy Baptism (with Sunday School)
Genesis 32: 22-31
Luke 18: 1-8

Sunday

St Lawrence Harvest Supper
In the Village Hall

Harvest Festival - Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion (said)
BCP
2 Timothy 1: 1-14
Luke 17: 5-10
09:45
St Lawrence’s Harvest Festival
Deuteronomy 26: 1-11
Revelation 14: 14-18
(Collection for RDA and a church and community in Parakkanvilai, South India

09:45

CW

Friday

26 Oct
14:00

Prayer Time for Both Parishes (Open to all - lasts about 60 mins)
At Garden Cottage, Bitchet Green

Sunday

28 Oct
09:45

Bible Sunday - Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity
Morning Prayer (with hymns)
Isaiah 45: 22-25
Luke 4: 16-24

Friday

2 Nov
20:00

All Souls - A Service to remember all those who have
died and are dear to us - At St Margaret’s, Underriver

Sunday

4 Nov
08:00

All Saints Sunday
Holy Communion (said)
BCP
Ephesians 1: 11-23
Luke 6: 20-31
All Age Family Service with Holy Baptism (children iin church)
Luke 6: 20-31

09:45
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BCP
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News from St Lawrence Sunday School

The Vicar’s Page

Here are three items to share from the recent planning session of our Sunday
School teachers:(a) We are thinking of a Fun Afternoon in the early New Year (possibly 2nd
February). Please pencil this date in - we'll confirm soon.
(b) Would any reader like to consider becoming a teacher for us? It would be good
to have one or two more - even a man! Typical commitment is one session a
quarter. (NB For obvious reasons, our teachers all need to have Enhanced CRB
clearance)
(c) What do you think would be the best name for our children's work? Does
Sunday School sound perhaps outdated? Maybe Sunday Seekers? Or have you
other ideas? Let us know!
And do remember that the First Sunday in the month is also for all of us in church
Bridget
together - old and young alike! This
monthStevens
(7 October) it's Harvest Festival, next
Stirling
(4th November) it's All Saints withJean
TWO
baptisms.
Jean Stirling
Hope to see you there!

“Come ye thankful people, come, / Raise the song of harvest-home:
All is safely gathered in, / Ere the winter storms begin …”
Nowadays, of course, all is not yet safely gathered in – harvesting of one kind or
another happens every month. But like many other official occasions – e.g. the State
Opening of Parliament (it doesn’t happen when the MPs go back after the summer
recess), or the Queen’s official birthday (so she can celebrate her actual birthday in
family and in peace), and Christmas (Jesus was not physically born in December) –
there is still a real need once a year to take time to mark particular events which are
beyond time and which shape our common life.
In the case of Harvest, it literally is a matter of going back to our roots. Without
proper food and drink we perish. Without the labours of those who farm, distribute,
store and sell there would be no food as we know it – unless we really wanted to
return to a life of hand-to mouth (or even below-subsistence) as would have been the
custom for the overwhelming majority of us for most of human history. The Good
Old Days were not so good –thank God for today!
But even with human endeavour, food would not even exist without the whole ecoenvironment – different soil types, bacteria, rain, sun and seasons – that make up
planet Earth as we still enjoy it. An amazing balance of circumstances prevails –
and, as scientists tell us, all this cannot have happened just by random chance.
Unless we are wilfully obstinate, Harvest surely leads us inexorably to an Other, the
overall Architect – whom from other insights and graces some of us have come to
know personally as God revealed in Jesus Christ.
But even for those who do not feel able yet to make that last link, Harvest reminds us
that we humans are not the pinnacle of all that is – that we are but a part of a much
bigger enterprise. And that fertile fact should surely result in other thoughts which
could enable us to be even more fruitful. What is the purpose that the Architect has/
had in developing this world as we now find it? What might we now be doing which
could be running counter to the overall plan? (Over-production, over-consumption,
climate change – not to mention human squabbling and downright individualism?)
Are we ourselves part of an even bigger Harvest? The traditional harvest hymn
continues and ends:“For the Lord our God shall come
And shall take His harvest home …”
”Gather Thou thy people in,
Free from sorrow, free from sin;
There for ever purified,
In Thy presence to abide;
Come, with all Thine angels, come,
Raise the glorious harvest home.”

The autumn issue of the Sunday School Newsletter has been sent out - if you have
Edgehill
a child aged (say) 4-10 and didn't Pat
receive
a copy, please ask and we'll send you a
copy.
(Alternatively youBridget
can download
Stevensit from our website!)

Church Flowers
Pat Wilson & Co
Pat Wilson & Co
Pat Wilson & Co
Pat Edgehill
Pat Edgehill

Flower Rotas
for
Sunday 7 Oct
Sunday 14 Oct
Sunday 21 Oct
Sunday 28 Oct
Sunday 5 Nov

Memorial Flowers
Rachael O’Keefe
Liz Coates
Liz Coates
Pat Edgehill
Pat Edgehill

St Lawrence Sunday School

Sun 21 Oct
Sun 18 Nov

"Lost and Found Things"
"Lost and Found People"

Elspeth and Lesley
Helen and Celeste

Our Sunday School meets in St Lawrence School at 09:45 on the dates shown
All children are welcome — Bring Mum or Dad as well!!!
For further information, contact Hilary Darque (453929) or Beryl Storey (451510)
10

With every blessing for a true harvest for each of us,
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Communion before Confirmation
At a joint open session for both St Lawrence’s and St Margaret’s PCCs, held in
Underriver, we were privileged to hear Tiffany Allen (our diocesan Adviser on
Children’s Work) tell us some of the background to the new/restored pattern which after due permission - is now available to Church of England parishes. Among other
points she drew attention to:The 1971 Report on Christian Initiation” which affirmed that Baptism is the
complete sacramental initiation rite. (Therefore it admits to Communion.)
The seminal document (back in 1988) “Children in the Way” – with its
deliberately double meaning!
The Church of England’s General Synod’s approval of Regulations 2006
(which came into force on 15 June 2006, and which superseded the House
of Bishops’ similar 1997 Guidelines) which allow parishes to apply to
admit children to Communion before Confirmation.
Such a practice would run alongside the continuing Norm which continues
to be Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Communion
The issue therefore is not “Is Communion before Confirmation possible?” (the
Bishops and General Synod have agreed it is), but “Is it appropriate in
your particular parish?” (NB Such Communion before Confirmation
MUST already be offered to any child who comes in to, or visits, our parish
from a parish where the child has already been part of such a practice.)
Indicators that the practice may be appropriate for a particular parish are many,
e.g. that children come to Communion services; that children “put out their
hands asking to receive”, and/or ask “Why can’t I receive?”; that parents
and/or children’s leaders are asking similar questions based on what they
see and observe in the children under their care; that the parish had thought
carefully about the issues; that there was a commitment to suitable training.
Communion before Confirmation is not a topic to be considered in
isolation. It prompts a holistic look at, for example, what is the role of
children in our church. What is worship? What are we doing about
training? What is Confirmation? etc etc. Indeed the benefits to a parish
may be at least as much in these latter areas as in Communion before
Confirmation itself!
There were some qualifying questions e.g. “Does our Bishop approve?” Yes! “Is
there a minimum age?” No – but general understanding (also in line with Roman
Catholic practice) is that it would normally apply to children from Year 3/age 7 – but
to different children at different ages.
The purpose of the PCC Agenda item was to hear the background. We deliberately
had, however, no discussion – but we would love to hear your thoughts on this
possibility – particularly if you are a child, a parent or involved with children.
In due course the PCC may then decide to discuss and in turn this may lead to our
4

in another few months time (well, you know about British builders and their
promises) and I need a Trumpet Tune to celebrate the opening”.
Henry/Jeremiah said: “Landlord, another pint of wine, please”.
Jeremiah/Henry said: “I think I/we can do that for you. Landlord, bring us some
manuscript paper. And some more wine”.
Christopher said: “No, no, this round is on me”.
So Christopher departed, well satisfied, and Henry and Jeremiah started an
argument as to who wrote it. An argument that continues today.
The London Shades survived the Great Fire of London, indeed it was the only
city pub to survive, and also then survived the developers of the 1980's. It is still
a good watering hole near London Bridge but regrettably the present landlord is
unable to give any help which might settle the question.
David Walton
++++++++++++

Harvest Supper
Saturday 6th October at 7 pm
Harvest Festival Service
Sunday 7th October at 9.45 am
If you haven’t already got your tickets (Adults £8, children under 12 £4) for the
Harvest Supper, don’t delay! Please contact Elspeth Cooke (761766) or Gretel
Wakeham (761534) as we do need to know final numbers very soon. All are
warmly invited to this enjoyable community occasion.
Profits from the evening will be donated to FARM AFRICA.
The following day, Sunday, 7th October the Harvest Festival Service will be an
All-age service at 9.45 am at St Lawrence Church. Please do come!
++++++++++++

Remembering those who have died and are dear to us
For many years a united service has been held within our parishes on 2nd
November when those who so care can remember in a formal way by prayer and
with a lit candle those who are dear to them and who have died.
The service this year for both our parishes will be held at St Margaret’s,
Underriver on Friday 2nd November at 8 pm . As last year, the service will not
include Holy Communion and we hope everyone will feel very much part of our
extended church family. Let’s mark the date and time in our dairy.
++++++++++++
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Tea and Cakes at Dinas Hatch in aid of SAYT
Ron and I would like to thank all those who came to support our tea or sent
donations in aid of Sevenoaks Area Youth Trust in August. Although we were a
little crowded in the house as the weather was too dreary for the garden, there
was much talk and laughter. I think the opportunity to eat cake without feeling
guilty calorie wise, made it a fun occasion. Particular thanks to all those who
brought cakes and fresh produce - Bob Bridle's contribution was particularly in
demand.
Pat Edghill
++++++++++++

A Bible Quiz—Some Curious Facts
Q:
Q:
Q:

What is the shortest chapter in the Bible?
A: Psalms 117
What is the longest chapter in the Bible?
A: Psalms 119
Which chapter is in the centre of the Bible? A: Psalms 118
Fact: There are 594 chapters before Psalms 118
Fact: There are 594 chapters after Psalms 118
Add these numbers up and you get 1188.
Q: What is the centrer verse in the Bible?
A: Psalms 118:8
Q: Does this verse say something significant about God's perfect will for our
lives?
The next time someone says they would like to find God's perfect will for their
lives and that they want to be in the centre of his will, just send them to the
centre of his Word!
For Psalms 118:8 advises:- "It is better to trust in the LORD than to put
confidence in man."
++++++++++++

David’s Valete
For his finale, David Walton played the Trumpet Tune by . . . and then told me
a short story concerning its history. He has copied this for the magazine.
David writes . . . .
You asked for my completely scurrilous, libellous account of the musical
composition. So here it is.
Once upon a time - it must have been around the year 1693 - two rascally
musicians, Henry and Jeremiah, made their way to the London Shades for a pint
of wine.
They ran into an elderly gentleman who, it seemed, was an architect.
'Ah', he said, “Glad I ran in to you gentlemen. My Cathedral should be finished
8

parish applying to our Bishop for the necessary permission. If you want to know
more, please do ask (e.g. I have available copies of the “Information Pack produced
by the Diocese.) But for now, it’s the time for reflection and feedback!
++++++++++++

Thank You …
Following our note last month about finding a good home for our no-longer-used
hymnbooks, we have received the following:“Dear Revd Michael Cooke,
Greetings to you in the gracious name of our Lord.
We at CSI Hebich Memorial Church are most thankful to you and the
congregation of St. Lawrence Church, Seal Chart for your gracious
gift of ‘Ancient and Modern Hymn books’ which we have received
through Rev. Allan Palanna. We are very pleased indeed to have the
books for daily use in worship. It is our prayer that God would bless your
parish and its administrators as we both continue to engage as co-workers
in the same mission and ministry that we are called to do. Much thanks
for your kind gesture.
With all prayers and good wishes,
(signed) Rev W E Palanna, President/Presbyter-in-Charge”
The original letter and a picture of the Revd Alan Palanna (son of the above)
receiving a hymnbook are on the Noticeboard inside church.
++++++++++++

India Revisited.
It's two years since I lived in the rural village of Parakkanvilai, South India, but
I returned this Summer with 12 teenagers from Kent. Quite a different
experience and it was wonderful to be back!
They are well underway with the new church. When, in December 2004, the
tsunami which devastated Asia struck the nearby coastal village, people were
evacuated and came to stay in the church building.
However, the church proved deeply inadequate for their needs and they left
quickly due to the lack of toilets and other basic facilities. It was then the
church community decided to commit themselves to a new building project.
Their mission is to build a church which can be a space for worship and a place
which can serve the community in times of need.
The present church was built 70 years ago from mud and bricks. It has been
gradually falling down and will soon be beyond repair. The present estimate for
completion is the Indian equivalent of £60,000 – a huge amount in a place where
the average daily wage is about £1.20.
5

Church members have pledged the money they can, sometimes promising up to a
third of their income despite their daily struggle for survival.
Others give offerings out of their agricultural produce. Some have nothing to
give except the promise of free labour. With most of the congregation living in
poverty, the church is unable to raise the total amount of money needed from
amongst themselves. They must rely on donations from outside the village if
they are to succeed in their hope of building a new church.
The people of the church feel a deep connection to our community at St
Lawrence’s. The village sees me as one of their own daughters, and in 2005
JohnY, Gretel and Lotte Wakeham came to visit; they can attest as to the warm
welcome which they received. There is a display at the back of St Lawrence’s
Church, with pictures of the church building from my visit this summer – please
have a look and see how it is progressing.
The collection at our Harvest Festival Service on October 7th is to go to the
church building appeal. If you prefer, donations can be sent via the UK-based
charity, RDM Parakkanvilai Fund. Please see the display board for details.
Thank you.
Ellen Wakeham
++++++++++++

From the Registers
29th August

Thanksgiving service for the late
George Howard ‘Tommy’ Tucker,
late of Godden Green, and member of
our church, who died aged 94. We
extend to his family our deepest
sympathy in their loss.
nd
2 September Holy Baptism of Thomas Frank Holness, infant son of
Andrew and Lyn, both members of St Lawrence’s. We wish
Thomas and the family every joy in their walk with the Lord.
th
4 September Burial of the late Archibald David Stirling, late of Stone
Street, and member of our church, who died aged 81. (Because
of numbers, the funeral and thanksgiving service was held at St
Peter & St Paul, Seal –to whom we are exceedingly thankful.)
We extend our sympathy to his family in their loss.
th
11 September Funeral and burial of the late Miroslawa Heyducka, late of
Ivy Hatch, and who died aged 77. We extend to her daughter
Iwona and her family our deepest sympathy in their loss.
May all those who die in the Lord indeed Rest in Peace.
++++++++++++
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Prayer Points for this month
All involved in farming, storage, and distribution of food.
Sevenoaks Area Youth Trust’s ongoing work, and for Judith carrying the
workload more on her own now that Jane has left (married!).
Success in finding one or more organists prepared to play the organ
regularly for St Lawrence’s.
++++++++++++

News from our School
We are once again at the start of a new school year. We finished last term with a
very successful concert in which we retold the Old Testament story of Daniel.
We also has an emotional Leavers’ Service – we were very sad to say goodbye to
the year 6 children and wish them well at there new schools. As we start this
term we are delighted to welcome a good number of new children to our school,
all of whom are settling in very well.
In addition to our new children we are also about to welcome 3 new chickens!
These should arrive in the next couple of days and are causing great excitement.
They will be looked after by the children in a fox proof ‘eggloo’ and will
hopefully provide us with a supply of eggs. A competition is underway to find
names.
I am delighted with the large variety of school clubs which we have been able to
offer this term, fourteen in all, including netball, football, ICT, country dancing,
cooking, orchestra to name but a few. One particularly charming club is our
‘board games club’ which is run by our oldest children for our youngest children.
They spend a lunchtime just playing board games (snakes and ladders, ludo etc.)
together and I am sure both old and young learn from it.
In the classroom the children are all working very hard. Those who are in year
six are starting to consider possible secondary school options. The secondary
transfer process continues to be a complex process, our job is to help parents in
the difficult, but very important task of finding the school in which their child is
going to flourish.
This is always a very exciting time of year. The enthusiasm and energy of the
staff and children after the summer break is infectious and all sort of new ideas
are being discussed. I am sure I will have plenty to write about in future months.
In the meantime, you can always keep up with what is going on at St Lawrence
Primary School by visiting our website www.st-lawrence-sevenoaks.kent.sch.uk.
Alison Saunders

++++++++++++
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