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Edited and Typeset by Brian Sutton, 50 The Crescent, Sevenoaks, Kent,  TN13  3QY (01732 450873)  
Printed by Highland Printers, Church Farm, Seal, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 0AN  (01732 762131) 

Copy for the next issue should be sent, preferably by e-mail, to the editor,  
Brian Sutton (01732 450873) at  manofkent99@yahoo.com 

to arrive by 08:00 on Wednesday 14 May 2014 
The next issue of the Parish Magazine will be in Church on Sunday 25 May 2014 

Services at St Margaret’s Underriver 
during May 2014 

 

 

Sunday 4 May 11:15 Volunteers’ Service 

Sunday 11 May 08:00 Holy Communion BCP 
   18:00 Evensong 

Sunday 18 May 10:30 Sunday Club meets in the Village Hall 
   11:15 All Age Family Service 

Sunday 25 May 11:15 Parish Communion CW 
Thursday 29 May 10:00 Ascension Day   -   Joint Service of Holy Communion CW 

Sunday 1 Jun 11:15 Pet Service  

 

In the Church, every Thursday at 08:30, Morning Prayer (said)  -  CW 

Churchwardens Ron Drury 810214 
  Rob Otto 457442 
PCC Hon Secretary John Morris 810227 
PCC Hon Treasurer Andy Rowell        884950 
Electoral Roll Clive McLintock 452964 
Covenant & Envelopes Rob Otto 457442 
Organist Lizzie Veglio 01634 244700 
Choir Director John Morris 810227 
Bellringers Hon Secretary Peter Wharton 810388 
Sevenoaks Deanery Synod Ron Drury  810214 
  Peter Wharton 810388 
Sunday School Hilary Darque 453929 
 
Child Protection Rep Sam Drury 810214 
                                   deputy Gretel Wakeham 761534 
 
Church Flowers Sheila Jackson 811422 
 
St Lawrence CE  Primary School  
 Headteacher Alison Saunders 761393 
 Chairman of Governors Sarah Hudson 810050 
 Clerk to the Governors Sarah Brew 761393 
 
St Lawrence Pre-School Becky Stammers 763289 

1st  St Lawrence Brownies Janet Boswell 01959 523953 
 
 S’oaks District Councillors Julia Thornton 07831 234449
  Roderick Hogarth 760325 
Seal Parish Council 
 Chairman Robin Watson 833930 
 Vice-Chairman Edward Oatley 465905 
 Clerk Lorna Talbot 763488 
 Ward Councillors    Peter Granville 763832 
  Tony Bulleid  
 
St Lawrence Village Hall Management Committee 
 Chairman Peter Wharton 810388 
 Secretary Janice Brooker 760843 
 Treasurer Andy Smaggasgale 760552 
 Bookings Secretary Andy Smaggasgale 760552 
 
Cricket Club Secretary Robin Webster 01892 862017 
Badm’ton Club Contact Peter Wharton 810388 
Archery Club Secretary Mike Davies 762266 
 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators 
 Stone Street Contact Janice Brooker 760843 
 Seal Chart Contact Nicola Mitchell 764202 

ST LAWRENCE CHURCH AND VILLAGE CONTACTS 
Vicar  -  Revd Carol Kitchener  -  01732 761766   

Reader  -  St Lawrence Church  -  Mrs Gretel Wakeham  -  01732 761534 
Admin Assistant  - Tim Pearce - 01732 832408    admin@stlawrencesealchart.com   

Parish Website    -   www.sealstlawrence.org.uk 
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Vicar   
The Revd Carol Kitchener 

St Lawrence Vicarage 
Stone Street 

Sevenoaks, Kent     TN15 0LQ 
01732 761766 

Reader 
Mrs Gretel Wakeham 

The White House 
Bitchet Green 

Sevenoaks, Kent     TN15 0NA 
01732 761534 

 

Church Warden 

Ron Drury 
Garden Cottage, Raspit Hill 

Ivy Hatch 
Sevenoaks, Kent     TN15 0PE 

01732 810214 
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Yours in the love of Christ  

Our Vicar’s Page 

In Britain we have the highest number of people giving time on a voluntary basis 
compared to any other country and that is worth celebrating. People serve the 
community in charity shops; they run organisations for children and elderly peo-
ple; they volunteer in hospitals and schools and others give time to their local 
church. You can probably think of lots of other ways for people volunteer that I 
have forgotten! 

Jesus told his disciples that they were to serve each other and he gave them a 
wonderful illustration of how to do so one evening, at the end of a meal, when he 
washed their dusty feet. Jesus performed a task that would normally have been 
given to the least important servant of the household, it was probably the least 
enviable job anyone would be asked to do, but in choosing to wash his disciple’s 
dusty feet Jesus showed them the nature of serving. 

On May 4th there will be services at St Lawrence’s at 9.45 am and St Margaret’s 
at 11.15 am to say thank you to our volunteers and to celebrate the many things 
that they do in the two churches. People clean the churches, polish the brass, 
wash and iron the altar linen. In our services they read the scriptures, lead our 
prayers, lead the congregational singing and they welcome people as they arrive 
and these are just a few of the jobs that are done in church, not by any means all 
of them! Week by week our churches are open to for Sunday worship and on 
other occasions the churches are just the right place for weddings, funerals and 
baptisms. It is not only the church buildings that are beautifully kept and giving 
pleasure, our churchyards are peaceful and attractive places as well. 

In April we celebrated Easter - the rising of Jesus from the dead when Jesus’ fol-
lowers discovered that they too could look forward to eternal life. Later this 
month, on the 29th May at 10 am, there will be a service of Holy Communion to 
celebrate the ascension of Jesus - when he finally left this earth and returned to 
be with his Father in heaven. From the time of Jesus’ ascension his disciples 
were told to do the work that he had done in his lifetime - to teach, to baptise and 
to spread the good news, they we also called to serve one another and their com-
munity. These tasks have been handed on from one generation to the next 
through the centuries and they are ours today. 

If you do something in the church then I would like to say thank you for giving 
your time so generously. 
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FOR THE CHILDREN . . . .  
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Our Support to Charities 
Throughout the year, we support a number of charities through ‘special’ weekly 
offerings (and our Harvest Supper).  Your help in support of these is much 
appreciated.                                                                                                          Eric 
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Charity    Date 

Church Army    Church Army Sunday  -  18th  May 

Ghana School   &   
RDM Parakkanvilla Harvest Festival  (equal shares) 

Farm Africa Harvest Supper  (NOT Sunday service) 

Royal British Legion   Remembrance Sunday (9th November) 

Demelza House & 
Christian Aid Carol Service collection (equal shares) 

C of E Children’s Society Christingle Service 
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Charities we support – The Church Army 
The Church Army is committed to sharing the Christian faith through words and 
action. Their communication team is charged with “getting the life changing 
message out to people that need to hear”. 

The Church Army works with a wide spectrum of people in need such as young 
people who are self harming or become homeless. Support is offered to people 
who misuse substances and/or who have come out of prison and are trying to get 
their lives back on track.   

You can visit their website to read their latest news and releases. We will be 
welcoming Capt. Graham Nunn to our service on Sunday 18th May to tell us 
more about their activities. There will be a special collection at this service for 
the Church Army.                                                                                                          Eric�

** 
Isn’t our Church Lovely 
When one browses through the visitors’ book (as several of us do from time to 
time), one often comes across a remark such as ‘A lovely church’ or ‘So well 
maintained’.  Look around you!  Isn’t it beautifully clean and sparkling for our 
Easter celebrations. 

We must all say a very big thank you to all who polish the woodwork, the 
brasses and altar silver, to those who vacuum the carpet and wash the tiled 
floors, to those who provide and arrange the flowers so beautifully, and of 
course, to those who organize these volunteers.  Our thanks to each of you, our 
church is a credit to you all.                                                                                  Ed 

  ** 
Is your dawicki on your floordrobe? Oh well, YOLO! 

Slang is alive and well – and spreading in Britain across all the social groups.   

Linguistic researchers have found hundreds of new words creeping into the 
language, from ‘dawicki’ for remote control to ‘gruds’ for underpants, 
‘grooglums’ for the bits of good left in the sink after washing the dishes, and 
‘floordrobe’ for the place where clothes are stored in a teenager’s bedroom.  Bill 
Lucas, professor of learning at the University of Winchester, said that a lot of the 
words “are inspired by the sound or the look of a thing, or are driven by an 
emotional response to it.”    

And don’t forget the new abbreviations:   YOLO – you only live once; and 
TBDL: too boring, didn’t listen. 

** 
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St Lawrence Church Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM). 
The Annual Meeting took place at the church on April 6 when the formalities of 
elections of churchwardens, deanery synod representatives and churchwardens 
were completed. Ron Drury has been our only churchwarden for the past year 
but we are pleased to report that Rob Otto was elected to join him as our second 
churchwarden. Ron and Peter Wharton continue as our deanery synod 
representatives and Bridget Stephens was elected to join the existing members of 
the PCC. 

The electoral roll is also updated for the APCM and now stands at 87. This 
number is significant as it determines the number of lay PCC members we can 
elect. At the Annual Meeting we discuss the Annual Report of church activities 
and the Financial Statement both of which are then submitted to Rochester 
diocese as a record of the work of the parish. This year only, for practical 
reasons, the Financial Statement will actually be approved at a Special Meeting 
on May 11. 

The Annual Report recorded a steady growth in numbers attending Sunday 
services and noted the success of the Sunday School and Messy Church in 
increasing attendance.  Particular mention was made of the successful 
completion of the bells refurbishment project in 2013 and also of the diocesan 
architect’s five-yearly review of the church which concluded that the building is 
in good repair and needs very little remedial attention. The finances of the 
church are in good heart following successful fund-raising events and an 
initiative to encourage church members to contribute regularly by standing order. 

Following a request made at the meeting we will, in future, be exhibiting on the 
church notice board a copy of the proposed agenda for PCC meetings which are 
held four times a year. This will then give church members an opportunity to 
consider the proposed items and contribute by offering views to the Vicar or to 
any of the PCC members. PCC meetings are scheduled for June 3, September 2, 
December 2 and March 17, 2015.                                           John Morris  PCC Secretary 

** 
Channel Tunnel – 20 years old this month 
Many of us were scared of the Channel Tunnel when it opened twenty years ago 
this month. How could it be safe? The water pressure on the tunnel had to be 
enormous. Wouldn't it be an obvious target for somebody? 

It seems we were wrong. There have been a few emergencies, but no floods. 
Nobody's had a go at it - as far as we know. 

Instead, it's given us a quick and comfortable route to our neighbours in the rest 
of Europe and beyond.  It's easy, now, to experience life in France, Belgium, 
Germany, wherever, knowing we can get back to what we know with ease. 
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Cookie’s Corner    -    Tea Time Loaf 
Ingredients 

  220 g Mixed Dried Fruit 
  120 ml Made Tea (Hot or Cold) 
  110 g Brown Sugar 
  220 g Self Raising Flour 
  ¼ tsp Mixed Spice 

 A Pinch of Salt 
 1  Egg 
 30 g Marmalade (Optional) 
 

Method 

Place fruit, tea and sugar in a bowl and soak for at least five hours (preferably 
overnight). 

Sieve flour, salt and spice and add to the tea mix. 

Beat the egg and add to the other ingredients, with marmalade if desired. 

Mix well together, place in a well greased two pound loaf tin and bake in the 
centre of the oven, Gas Mark 2, 150oC, until brown and firm to the touch (approx 
1¼ hours). 

Cool and serve in slices with butter.  

** 
Smile Lines 
Some people's vocabulary is small, but the turnover is terrific. 
'Ecclesiastic' is material used to fasten a clergyman's robes. 

Roz and John Morris invite you to 
CREAM TEA         

in aid of Sevenoaks Area Youth Trust 
(SAYT) 

 SUNDAY MAY 18, 2014     -     3 to 5pm 
at 

 Beaconsmount, Pine Tree Lane, Ivy Hatch 
Collection for SAYT 

RSVP to 01732 810227 
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Lots of people find the idea of ecumenism just as scary. The idea of unity scares 
many Christians when ecumenism is mentioned. We don't want our Church 
swallowed up by another that we've always seen as the other. We know we 
separated for good reasons and expect they still exist. I guess that's human 
nature. 

In fact, ecumenism has changed over the years. It's no longer about the search for 
unattainable total unity. It's about all those things we agree on as Churches. It's 
about reading the same Gospel, trusting in the same Jesus Christ, sharing the 
same baptism. And it’s about working together. 

Like the Channel Tunnel, it works and it brings people together. The Church of 
England, for example, works with the Lutherans in Scandinavia and the Baltic, 
as well as with German Churches. Since 1990, all the mainstream denominations 
have joined in Churches Together in Britain and Ireland.  In many places, the 
Anglicans and Methodists run a Fresh Expression of church for local kids and 
are joined by Roman Catholics and Baptists doing RE in schools and running 
holiday clubs.   

As we live out Jesus' command, working together can be our Channel Tunnel to 
knowing our fellow Christians better. 

**  
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The Cover Picture 

The cover picture in March depicted our church, built in memory of Mary Rachel 
Wilkinson who had died in 1866, aged 6½, soon after it was consecrated in June 
1868.  There was neither tower nor transcept. 

In 1876, less than ten years later, the Wilikinson family mourned the death of their 
third daughter, Annie Clare, aged 14, and in her memory Horace Wilkinson put 
work in hand to have built the North and South trancepts thus enlarging the church 
to slightly less than its present dimensions and it is this configuration that we can 
see in this month’s cover picture. 

** �
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For further information, please contact Hilary Darque [01732 453929] �
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In October/November later this year there will be 
Lost Sheep Trail taking place at St Lawrence’s.  For this we need a flock of 
sheep of the knitted variety!  If you would like to help by knitting a sheep, please 
email hilary.darque@btinternet.com for more details. 


